
A Visit from Nigeria in Class 2B 

 

Last Wednesday Lukas P. told us about his grandma: She used to work in schools 

in Nigeria for many, many years. In the evening he asked us via email if she and 

her friend from Nigeria who had founded a school for poor people could visit 

our class. And on Friday they came! 

Amina was very impressive. She told us about Nigerian schools: Only people 

with money can send their children to school. And in Nigeria many people don’t 

have enough money to pay for those private schools. So Barbara (Lukas’ 

grandma) and Amina tried to raise the money for a school for people who 

cannot afford school tuition. 

Pupils have to walk very long distances to get to school. There are no school 

buses and people usually don’t own cars. A one-hour walk (or longer) to school 

is quite normal for them. They don’t have comfortable chairs or tables as we do 

– kids have to share one small bench with three other pupils. There are about 40 

children in one class and the classroom is only half as big as ours! 

As there are about 250 dialects spoken in Nigeria and these dialects are as 

different from each other as our languages in Europe, everybody has to learn 

English in school or kindergarten. So only English is spoken at school and 

kindergarten. Many parents don’t speak English because they couldn’t go to 

school. 

Despite these difficult situations at school the pupils love to be there.  

When we asked about sports in school Amina laughed out loud: They don’t need 

any sports because they walk so much and they dance every now and then. In 

the end Amina showed us a dance for spelling letters and we tried to join in. And 

she taught us a hand clapping rhythm for saying thank you to your parents. So, 

dear parents, don’t be too upset when we start clapping hands instead of talking 

to you at home. 

We wrote a short letter to Amina’s pupils and we hope to stay in contact with 

them via email. Lukas also made a great interview with Amina. You can listen to 

it at radioigel.at soon. 


